xxviii               INTRODUCTORY LETTER
fables, whiclvat the first view, may be considered as mere nursery tales. .-My object, however, will I trust plead my ei^euse : they are introduced in order to illustrate the people whom I have undertaken to describe ; and, primarily strengthened by the moral tendency of each anecdote or fable selected for my pages, I cannot but consider them as well suited to the purpose.
Without farther apology, but with very great deference, I leave these imperfect attempts to the liberality of my readers, acknowledging with gratitude the condescending patronage I have been honoured with, and sincerely desiring wherever anticipations of amusement or information from my observations have been formed, that the following pages may fulfil those expectations, and thus gratify my wish to be in the smallest degree useful in my generation.                      r
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